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Our goal was to discover what motivated people to 

dedicate their attention to cultivating plants at their 

homes. 

By doing so, we strived to define

Over the course of 8 weeks, our team has collected 

a wide scope of data through various methods:

Observation 

Interviews

Sensory-Cue workshops 

online Cultural Probe.

We had 87 participants in total from diverse 

demographics and locations around the world. 

To conduct this study we used research methods 

patented by                  and developed through the 

graduate program at SCAD Savannah.

The ideal experience within this activity. 

D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N

Growing

The pictures in this magazine where taken by 

the members of the team, or are under a creative 

commons license and downloaded from 

www.unsplash.com and www.pexels.com
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This graphic synthetization arranges the core feelings, 

activities, connections and learning that surround the 

world of gardening, horticulture, and at home plant care.  

F R A M E W O R K

What you see

Acquisition of plants

Care of plants 

Conditions within a specific space 

Experimenting through plants

Educating yourself about plants

Connections felt with other people

Connections felt with nature

Connection with yourself. 

High frequency emotions 

people want to feel when

engaging in the activities.

Principal drivers

Growth in Behavior 

Growing Knowledge 

Growing Relationships 

Key features  

3 revolving around the actions

3 around the relationships 

2 around knowledge.

Enablers

Necessary to truly grow, or that 

might impede growth.  

5

3

8

3

Growth is the core of home horticulture. It's translated into:

All these insights deepen the meaning behind the core value, 

and are brought to life and into further detail throughout this report.  

I act
I learn

I connect

01.
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I want to feel 
RELAXED. 
I'm growing a sense of 
calm and peacefulness. 

I want to feel FREE. 
My freedom is growing.

I want to feel 
ACCOMPLISHED. 
I'm growing a sense of pride 
of what I've achieved. 

I want to feel 
ACCEPTED. 
I'm growing more 
at ease.

I want to feel JOY. 
I'm growing happier.

02.

Talking to plants makes me feel better, 
I tell them I love them, and talk about 
my feelings."                  

"                  
"                  

The main function that 
household plants serve is 
emotional satisfaction.

"                  

I Grow
Emotionally
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THERE ARE 5 

OVERARCHING 

EMOTIONS 

STAKEHOLDERS 

HOPE TO FEEL 

WHILE GOING 

THROUGH THE 

PROCESS OF 

PLANTING . 

These emotions can be felt 

at some point throughout 

the ideal experience, in any 

or all of the principal drivers.

For example,

"I feel joy and relaxed while 

growing my knowledge" 

or

"I feel free and accepted 

while my behaviors promote 

growth".  

Being in my backyard brings me en-

joyment and a feeling of home. The 

process of planting is fun. I would 

love to dedicate my time to caring 

for and nurturing plants. I enjoy hav-

ing them around.

Talking with people about it als-

brings me joy. Sharing my feelings 

and love of plants with other people 

who have the same interests as me 

is a type of communication filled 

with a sense of belonging and hap-

piness: I am sharing what I like and 

I can get feedback by chatting with 

people of all ages about plants and 

get different types of replies; learn-

ing from them is positive for me. 

I feel trust in interpersonal relation-

ships with other people who love 

plants and swap with me. It makes 

me feel like I have been trusted, 

and I can feel warmth and love from 

those people. I feel happy and moti-

vated because of this.

Getting some fruits and veggies 

from my garden brings me joy.

I feel happy to see aesthetically 

shaped, dramatic, blooming, flow-

ers. Planting flowers makes me 

happy and nourishes my heart. 

JOY

I want to feel free to change my 

home environment to fit my plants 

and my care style. If I am feeling 

lazy, I want my plants to be able to 

be okay without me. 

I feel empowered to make decisions 

on what plants I can take care of 

and how to grow them when I have 

knowledge around the subject. 

I am free to learn by experimenting, 

asking for help through the commu-

nity, or seeking professional plant 

care advice.

I want to feel empowered by the fact 

that I am taking care of a living thing. 

I feel empowered when I succeed 

at saving a plant that is struggling 

or propagating pieces of plants to 

grow new ones.

It is liberating to decorate my room 

without limitations. I hate being in a 

space that I am not allowed to mod-

ify, like a dorm room or apartment.

FREE
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The connection between me and 

plants soothes me, makes me 

feel calm and relaxed. 

I like to watch them grow, involve 

myself in the activities of care; mov-

ing plants around to better suit the 

light, getting my hands into soil to 

make sure everything is all right. 

Taking care of plants is a way 

for me to slow down, take a step 

back from the judgement and in-

tencity of society life. 

When my space is organized and 

designed the way I like it, I can feel 

safe.

I don't have to answer to anybody 

when I am caring for my plants, 

which satisfies me and relaxes me. 

I feel like I understand others, and 

that makes me calm. I am able to 

be at peace with myself as well. I 

can reflect and ponder within the 

space of my garden. 

Being around living things that 

would never hurt anyone, who de-

pend completly on me, is a relaxing 

activity.  

I feel accepted in the 
community. 
By joining online forums, I meet 

people who have a common interest 

with me. Talking about plants with 

people brings me joy. I feel accept-

ed and heard because everyone in 

the plant community enjoys listening 

and speaking with me about plants 

too. 

RELAXED

ACCEPTED

I accept myself. 
I am not afraid to fail, nor do I have 

guilt if a plant dies. I understand 

that this is the process, and I will 

become better at planting as long 

as I can learn from failure. Plants are 

replaceable. I am able to get a new 

one if one dies, so I accept it easily 

no matter if I succeed or fail.



16

ID
U

S
7

1
1

 / 2
0

2
1

17

Em
oti

on
s

shortcomings so I'll succeed in the 

future. I embrace my mistakes, and 

that brings me a sense of accom-

plishment too.

When I reach a small goal, I will set 

a new goal. If I learn something new 

from the internet or professionals 

and succeed with that advice, I feel 

accomplished.  

When I succeed in building my 

ideal garden, that means I can 

design my life and arrange it per-

fectly, which brings me the stron-

gest feeling of accomplishment.

By growing plants, I contribute to 

the world around me. I love watch-

ing them grow, thrive, and live, even 

if it is difficult. I feel proud of myself, 

and the effort I exert is meaningful.

A new leaf, or even an immature fruit 

that has fallen off into the soil, could 

bring me a great sense of accom-

plishment. It's not necessary for my 

plants to produce, sometimes I am 

surprised by natural miracles. 

If I can save a dying plant that has 

been struggling, I feel accom-

plished.

I love experimenting with my plants. 

I watch them and try new things to 

see what happens. I treat failure 

as a teacher. I try my best to learn 

as much as possible through failure 

and face it directly. I learn from my 

ACCOMPLISHED

I gain a feeling of accomplishment 
watching my plants grow. 

I invest effort into them. 

Even if I am not perfect at caring for my 
plants, I love to watch them because it 
makes me proud of myself.
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I invest in the care of my plants
and I enjoy taking care of my 
plants. 

I divide space as indoors and 
is outdoors.

I acquire my pots and plants 
in many ways, and I acquire 
plants for many reasons. 

CARE

SPACE

ACQUISITION

03. My 
Behaviors
Promote
Growth
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I acquire my pots and plants 

in many ways. 

I receive plants as gifts from people who care 

about me. Sometimes I feel more attached to 

these plants because they remind me of the 

person who gave them to me, so I feel worse 

if one dies. 

I purchase plants in-store. When I purchase 

in-store, I will go to a big box store or a local 

nursery because they are in a convenient lo-

cation to me, or to support a small buisness. 

When visiting, I will buy plants that I have want-

ed for a while or feel like I need. Sometimes I 

avoid going to plant nurseries because I know I 

will purchase a plant regardless of the fact that 

I already have too many. Sometimes I will buy 

plants because I see them and spontaneously 

want them. 

I purchase plants online. I typically purchase 

hard-to-find plants online because they are not 

offered in stores near me. I will keep coming 

back to a business if I have had good expe-

riences with them in the past. Sometimes the 

seller will help me combat issues I have with my 

plants in order for them to survive in my home.

Sometimes I participate in plant swaps. I don't 

do it often because I noticed that people tend 

to offload plants they no longer want or that are 

dying. If I am exchanging plants through the 

mail, I am hesitant to send my plant because I 

am not sure if they will send a plant back. If it is 

someone I communicate with often, I trust they 

will send something back.

Sometimes I even get a plant that is dying and I 

try my best to rescue it, from my friends or from 

the trash pile.

I acquire plants for many reasons. 

Sometimes I am looking for a specific plant and 

sometimes I am not. When I finally purchase my 

dream plant, I will move on to another dream or 

wish-list plant. 

I purchase plants that have a function. Plants 

should do something for me like clean the air or 

provide food. I use some plants for medicinal 

qualities. I enjoy the fact that I can cook and eat 

the plants I grow, so I do not have to buy them 

at the store.

I purchase plants because they are beauti-

ful. They act as home decor, and fit with my 

aesthetic. I feel like I should have at least one 

plant. I like plants that are unique and look cool. 

I carefully choose my plants based on what will 

look good with the rest of my home plant ar-

rangement.

I do not like fake plants because they seem un-

natural, sad, and look cheap. Sometimes fake 

plants allow me to decorate with plants without 

spending much money, and fake flowers never 

wither.

I buy planters considering whether they have 

a drainage hole, are super functional, are cute, 

or if they fit with my space and aesthetic. They 

should feel durable and look good.

Be
ha

vio
r

How I acquire plants Why I acquire plants 
ACQUISITION ACQUISITION
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I want Interior spaces to bring me a sense 

of freedom. I am able to create a space in 

which I feel most at home. 

Through the distribution of potted plants, I am 

able to arrange my indoor space the way I best 

see fit. In turn, a layer of interaction is added to 

the space in which my plants and I live. 

I can interact more with myself. With the 

freedom to curate my own spaces, I feel more 

like myself in my space. 

I can interact with my belongings. By seeing 

plants as a decorative tool, I can arrange an in-

terior space that maximizes my favorite material 

items. 

I can interact with other people. With beauti-

ful plants as conversation starters in my home, 

as a plant owner, I have a go-to discussion top-

ic when I have guests.

My plants make me feel comfortable in my 

indoor space. 

My plants help the space they are 
in. My house looks healthier and I 
feel more comfortable.

When plants are outside they give 
the impression of needing less 
care and growing larger.

I prefer outdoor plants, and I like 
being outdoors.

My plants get as much space as they want. 

When it comes to outdoor space and the be-

haviors of plants, and me as the owner, the out-

doors allow for my plants to take up as much 

space as they need to grow to their full poten-

tial. 

My plants are resilient in their space. 

By growing my plants outside, I am allowing 

them to become strong and durable. 

My plants get support from nature. 

Keeping my plants outdoors gives them more 

sunlight. It also allows the water supply to come 

from rain, which means I might not need to wa-

ter them frequently.

Having an outdoor space brings me a sense 

of nostalgia. 

Outdoor spaces bring me a sense of nostalgia. 

Backyards bring me good memories of barbe-

cues and family time. 

"                  
"                  

"                  

"                  
"                  

"                  

Be
ha

vio
r

Indoors Outdoors
SPACE SPACE
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I invest in taking care of my plants

The process of taking care of plants starts from 

the day I get my plants.

After I bring new plants into my home, I build a 

daily routine to take care of them. I check the 

plant condition, water them, trim leaves, and 

check for pest problems. Even though I am 

busy, I  allocate specific time for gardening. I 

might even write down instructions and time-

lines in a journal or on my calendar to make sure 

my plants get enough sunshine, water, fertilizer, 

and prevent pests.

I do not have a specific plant care routine. I 

check plants every once in a while by sticking 

my finger in the soil to see if it is damp or needs 

water. I will look at them casually to inspect for 

pests then perform the tasks that need to be 

done. I understand my plants and know what 

they need intuitively.

It might be hard at the beginning, but after a 

period I can build my routine easily. I will have 

more experience understanding plants by ob-

serving and giving them what they need.

When I need to move, I try my best to take all 

my plants with me. If I have to leave for a long 

time, I will ask someone to take care of them - 

maybe neighbors and family members. In differ-

ent seasons, I might move my plants outdoors 

in summer, to let them get the best sunlight and 

temperature. In winter I use different techniques 

to provide extra sunlight and warmth.

When I get plants delivered, I don't 
transplant them right away. I take care 
of seedlings in temporary nursery pots, 
loosen the roots, water them, and 
observe them for a few days to let them 
acclimate to my space.

It’s not hard to keep my plants 
alive, but making them thrive is a 
challenge.

It would be so cool to have an indoor 
landscaper or person who comes 
and cleans up my plants twice a 
year! Then I could enjoy my plants 
more.

C A R E

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  
I enjoy taking care of my plants. 

I enjoy getting my hands in the dirt - feeling 

the biology and fungi in soil and understanding 

what it needs. Taking care of plants brings me 

mental wellness and joy.

I feel calm when I am staying with plants. It 

makes me feel like I am escaping from the busy 

city. I can slow down my life, meditate, and re-

lax because growing plants requires patience. 

Taking care of plants also soothes my mental 

health because I love having mother nature and 

greenery around me.

Plants are like mirrors. They reflect my physi-

cal and mental condition and live with me. 

When I take care of them, I will try to take care 

of myself to bring a higher quality of life to me 

and my plants.

When I can finally keep a plant alive 
that I have been struggling with in 
the past, I am overjoyed and feel 
accomplished.

When I work in a garden, I am 
improving my health. Plant care can 
serve as a form of therapy. and is a 
form of self-care. Plants help me to 
remember to take care of myself. 

Bending over to tend to my plants 
is hard and annoying to do.

However
I enjoy plants but do not enjoy the chore of 

taking care of plants. 

I am busy and don’t have much time to pay at-

tention to my plants, and I don’t have a schedule 

or calendar, so I might not know how they are 

and what they need. My plants’ condition might 

get worse because of this. They could turn mis-

erable and go down fast and even wither or die.

"                  
"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

Be
ha

vio
r
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I want to get a proper 
planting education from 
different resources.

I want to experiment a little
and through trial and error 
discover what works for me. 

EDUCATION

EXPERIMENTATION

I am 
Growing 
Knowledge

04.

I am a part of a couple of 
different communities where... 
that wealth of knowledge is 
very appreciated. "                  

"                  
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I've spent a couple of years working on my 

plants. I think cultivating a qualitative garden 

with various kinds of species takes years and 

effort, and I experienced failure frequently.

I have my own land and space, some base 

knowledge, and I am willing to build what I want 

to build. I can do experiments on my plants to 

learn through my process.

I conduct my experiments on realistic vision. 

I start my experiments by questioning myself 

and my intentions. Then I do what I can based 

on resources that are available to me. I treat my 

experiments as a learning opportunity.

I do smaller experiments at the beginning. 

I have my own land and am free to build what-

ever I want to build. I think that small experi-

ments at the beginning can reduce the fault 

tolerance. I can try out all the cool stuff that I’m 

learning.

I start my experiment step by step. 

I learn through my experiments gradually, and I 

keep doing it to learn more and grow my knowl-

edge. I try to do it slowly, so I don't want push 

myself too hard.

I want to get proper planting education from different resources.

I want my plants to stay alive and thrive. I want to get instruction on treating my plants, recognizing 

signs of good and poor plant condition, and learn how to deal with different problems to keep them 

alive and even prosperous. 

Professional

I would like to get educated in a professional 

gardening school or get instruction from a pro-

fessional gardener.

I am so obsessed with gardening that I want to 

learn all the information about my plants. Going 

to school gives me a systematic knowledge of 

growing plants. It will enable me to expand my 

horizons in the field of cultivation in a compre-

hensive way. I might even want to apply for a 

job related to this field.

I would go to professionals for help, maybe on-

line Q&A or my neighbor farmer. These people 

can give me instructions to make it easier for 

me to start my planting activity. It makes me feel 

good and unburdened.

I am more likely to take the challenge of grow-

ing delicate beautiful plants if I could get guid-

ance from professionals.

Nobody is born with a green thumb, 
I know a lot through reading, 
researching, and watching videos.

Research

I research plant care and advice by myself.

The internet is a strong resource that contains 

any information I want. I read blogs or watch 

videos created by the people who grow the 

same or similar spices as I grow, learning from 

their experience. Videos are helpful because I 

can learn new things while seeing the environ-

ment someone is taking care of their plants in 

and compare it to my own.

I read books and research what is available to 

me to look for the expertise to solve my prob-

lems.

"                  
"                  

EXPERIMENTATION EDUCATION

Kn
ow

led
ge
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05.

I feel connected to nature and 
the world at large.

I'm learning to listen to my 
needs and take care of myself.

I connect with friends, family, 
and the community at large. 

NATURE

MYSELF

PEOPLE My
Relation-
ships
are 
Growing 
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I am willing to have people visit my garden, walk 

through my place, see and view my property, 

and ask me questions about my plants. 

Sometimes I like to name my plants and other 

things I have in my garden.

I like to buy planting stuff in a market. I look 

around, see different people’s stalls and I talk 

with those people. I can bargain with them, 

communicate with them, and even learn from 

them. After effective communication with peo-

ple, I can make my own selection accompanied 

by some follow-up conversation.

I feel like sellers are glad to help me out and 

glad to have conversations with me.

I am willing to talk with other people who are 

also interested in plants and interact with them 

all day just for plant discussion.

If I love one type of plant, I want to talk with 

other people about it.

Plants themselves create their own talking 

points. When people see my plants online or at 

my house, they often ask me about them, and 

we begin a long conversation.

I would love to share my plant progress with 

other people including my family, friends, neigh-

bors, and even people I do not know. 

I like to talk to like-minded people who also love 

plants and gardening. 

For me, I think talking with people of different 

ages is part of the plant journey and it is inter-

esting.

Re
lat

ion
shi

ps P E O P L E
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Self-improvement

It is good practice to care for plants to face dif-

ferent challenges, successes, and failures.

Planting is a hobby that needs good time ar-

rangement, scrupulousness, and patience. I 

need to build a ritual and a routine around the 

regular upkeep of plants and squeeze my busy 

schedule for gardening. I need to observe plant 

conditions and learn knowledge to solve prob-

lems. I need to be patient with the slow-grow-

ing process, accept failure, and get experience 

for the next try.

To achieve higher life quality, I make an effort in 

gardening, and that really improves me in many 

areas.  

Self-care

Growing plants makes me take care of myself 

mentally and physically.

I feel a sense of belonging when I have plants at 

home. They live with me and provide company 

to combat loneliness. I treat them like pets or 

real friends. Sometimes I even talk to them. 

Taking care of plants makes me take care of 

myself, feel more responsible and calm. They 

make me think about what people need as well. 

When I am doing good, my plants are doing 

good, they are a reflection of myself.

If I am doing good then my plants are doing good.

Growing plants and working in a garden eliminates 
stress in my life. It is a form of therapy and helps me 
feel calm, peaceful, and a sense of well-being.

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

M Y S E L F
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Plants are living things, and planting something, 

watching it grow into a seedling and eventually into a 

plant and to continue to do so makes me feel like I am 

a part of the Earth. 

It connects me to the Cycle of Life. 

When a plant dies it simply transforms its shape and 

becomes compost. 

Taking care of the Earth is healthy, and my plants are a 

little part of the Earth.  Plants purify and make oxigen, 

and the bring nature into your home.  

I feel like I take care of them, and in turn, they take care 

of me. Everything is intertwined; my plants, myself, the 

ground, animals, are all part of the same system. We 

all need each other, and this gives me peace of mind.

"                  

"                  

"                  

"                  

They kind of just make me feel a little 
bit more at home because I feel more 
connected with the world outside.

I hope that through caring for my plants and 
through learning about more of how they 
live on Earth, it helps me even when I walk 
outside

Nature

Re
lat

ion
shi

ps



MONEY

Plants, pots, tools, materials, and more can all 

be too expensive. 

I consider pricing the most when I think of ac-

quiring plants or anything. Sometimes I see a 

beautiful pot, but the price prevents me from 

buying it.

TIME

Taking care of plants is time-consuming. 

Doing experiments and growing challenging 

plants takes more time. It is widely accepted 

that establishing and maintaining a qualitative 

garden needs a lot of time & energy.

I have a time budget. I cannot spend all of my 

leisure time on my plants or doing experiments 

with them. Even though I squeeze my schedule 

and put much attention on my plants, I still feel 

like sometimes I do not have enough time to 

cover everything.

The learning process takes time. I need this 

time to spend on my experiments in the plant-

ing process, or else I will never improve and my 

past failures will be for nothing. 

I hate wasting money on plants 
that end up dying, so I choose to 
purchase fake flowers to act as 
inexpensive decoration because I 
know they will never wither.

One reason I don’t own plants is 
that I don’t even have time to take 
care of myself, so how would I be 
able to take care of a plant?

I think price takes the fun out of 
planting."                  

"                  
"                  

"                  

"                  
"                  

ENABLERS

When money, time, and the conditions for planting 

are good, that's when I achieve the Ideal Experience. 

However...

CONDITIONS

My living conditions prevent me from living up 

to my dream plant potential.

Difficult living conditions include insufficient 

lighting, extreme high/lowow humidity, lack of 

space, incompatible climate. I have to move 

plants around my house with every changing 

season to give them proper lighting and tem-

perature.

My indoor and outdoor climate is not suitable 

for the plants I have, so I modify my space. I 

have modified my space by adding water peb-

ble trays and humidifiers to increase humidity, 

adding grow lights to supplement my lack of 

light, and I have added a heater to a space to 

provide the proper temperature.

I want to be able to modify my space however I 

please without worrying that my plants will suf-

fer. I want my plants to be able to take up as 

much space as they need as they grow larger. 

It is a hassle when I have to move my plants and 

if I ever do. They might suffer if I ever move them 

long-distance in my car, and I might lose some 

of them during the moving process.

Big plants can be hard to move due to 

their size. They take more space, so I 

would need a bigger house with a big 

garden instead of a porch or balcony. In 

order to move, I either have to struggle 

with bringing my plants with me, throw-

ing my existing plants away, or giving 

them away.

Beautiful plants need more care and 

patience. They have strict requirements 

of humidity and sunshine, which means 

they look good in the store, but it is hard 

to keep them alive for more than one 

month at home. I give up those plants 

that I cannot care for.

If my plants didn’t depend 
on light, I would bunch them 
together in an aesthetically 
pleasing way."                  
"                  
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Can plants yell like pets?

As living creatures, the growth pro-

cess of plants is similar to that of 

animals. People can gain a sense 

of accomplishment by raising them 

through care and observation. How-

ever, the feedback that plants can 

provide is mainly visual and olfacto-

ry, and it is relatively passive, which 

means people need to actively ob-

serve to discover their needs. The 

feedback from the senses of touch 

and hearing is relatively weak.

1 The lack of explicit feedback or clear 

care signals has caused people to 

occasionally ignore it, just as one 

plant owner said in an interview, 

"Plants don't yell like pets." The rea-

son why pets are particularly loved 

by humans and often regarded as 

family members is that they can ac-

tively provide feedback to humans 

and enhance the feeling of com-

panionship. Plants need less care 

than pets, and they do not need a 

lot of input to provide quite beauti-

ful visual feedback, so we can keep 

these advantages while bringing 

improvement to other areas.

DESIGN 

OPPORTUNITIES

There are endless possibilities for stakeholders 

and designers to interveene and create, with 

the end goal of  helping users achieve the ideal 

experience of planting, gardening, and home 

horticulture. 

We've identified 4 possibilities to start. 

With the technical support of vari-

ous high-tech sensors, we can use 

containers as a medium to enhance 

the feedback of plants, actively at-

tract people’s attention, and appro-

priately report their needs. A planter 

that gives feedback can help per-

sonify plants and let people achieve 

better spiritual comfort in the rela-

tionship so that plants don’t easily 

wither, or even die, because of ig-

norance. 41

2
Can we keep our hands clean?

The positive benefit that people get from plant-

ing plants is the subtraction between effort and 

feedback. Some people believe that high prices 

and time-consuming efforts will reduce the fun 

of gardening hobby. At the same time, many 

people's living environment is limited, which 

does not allow them to create their ideal garden 

at home. Therefore, can we simplify the routine 

of caring for plants? Can the plants that people 

take care of not have to be in their houses, or 

even need to be real?

With reference to the adoption service of the 

zoo, we can try to remotely take care of plants. 

People can complete the routine of daily care 

on a screen, but in fact, these behaviors oc-

cur in remote planting areas. In order to reduce 

costs, even multiple people can adopt the same 

plant at the same time, or build a community, 

which can be even more interesting and enjoy-

able. If plant care happens in a virtual world, 

people can challenge more difficult plants al-

most at no cost, and completely get rid of the 

guilt that plant death may bring. Both of these 

two services can use guidance from profes-

sional gardeners, which can allow consumers 

to learn knowledge and get a better outcome.

These services can cooperate with organic 

farms or desert greening agencies. The former 

can provide people with fruits and vegetables 

produced by adoptive plants in the right sea-

son, and the latter can make people feel a 

strong sense of accomplishment in contributing 

to the protection of nature.
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Can we build an educational 
system together?

For many people who love gardening, although 

they don't mind occasionally failing in experi-

ments and learning slowly, getting professional 

and correct guidance is still beneficial. How-

ever, finding professional guidance is not an 

easy task and additional compensation may 

be required. Can gardening enthusiasts share 

knowledge or even create their own knowl-

edge-base with the help of the platform?

For example, if someone encounters a difficulty, 

then the person who can give them the most 

effective guidance is the person who has just 

overcome the same difficulty. Plant lovers can 

help each other and share some experience 

that does not come from textbooks. Sometimes 

it is far more effective than the experience given 

by experts. After all, not everyone has profes-

sional tools, plant setup, or the same physical 

environment.

By establishing interested communities on the 

Internet, people can upload pictures and texts, 

share their own experiences, ask questions, get 

suggestions from others, and classify informa-

tion through tags so that others can retrieve the 

knowledge they need. It is also a very good ex-

perience to meet friends in the same city and 

conduct offline interactions such as swaps or 

trades.

43

Can we grow plants in the air?

4
For urban residents, being wrapped in cold 

steel buildings might not always be a good 

experience, so many people are eager to add 

some vibrant green to the gray. However, the 

high housing price in the city doesn’t allow them 

to provide large space for their beloved plants. 

It can also be difficult to obtain enough sunlight 

and fresh air to allow plants to thrive.

As a result, we can consider new ways of using 

space and new methods of plant cultivation. It 

can be difficult to place plants in a flat space, 

so we can consider placing them in a three-

dimensional space, that is, using some shelves 

and arranging plants according to their demand 

for sunlight. The shelves can be customizable to 

expand or close in different situations.

For rooms that need to maintain the cleanli-

ness of the environment, hydroponics and other 

methods can be used to simply cultivate green 

plants that are easy to grow since the demand 

for space is smaller. Although this will limit the 

choice of plant species for urban residents, 

some people may not pursue rare plants. In this 

case, they only need some greenery to decorate 

their rooms and make them full of vitality.

When considering how to use the limited space 

most efficiently, pay special attention to win-

dows with good lighting. Shelves can be placed 

on the inside and outside of the windows. If it is 

a retractable shelf, plants can be moved in dif-

ferent seasons, which will have a lot of protec-

tion for plants. 



This  investigation was 
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